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The Urban Friendly  
        London Planetree 
 
I admit that I am a John Grisham fan. I’ve read nearly 
all his novels. One of his secrets for success is his ability to 
get you hooked in the first few pages of his legal thrillers. You 
don’t need to wade through several chapters before you are 
riveted to the book. The latest Grisham novel that 
I read is “Sycamore Row.” And yes, a sycamore 
tree plays a pivotal role in those early pages of 
the novel. 
A close cousin to the sycamore can be found 
on the west campus of Winona State University 
near the Tau Center. It is called the London 
planetree or Plantanus acerifolia. The planetree 
is really nothing more than a cleaned up 
sycamore. The sycamore is one of the parents of 
the hybrid London planetree which is hardy in 
this area. The two trees are very similar but the London 
planetree grows better in southeastern Minnesota due to its 
resistance to a fungal disease called anthracnose. In fact, 
WSU’s cultivar of the London planetree has the highest 
resistance to anthracnose. 
The London planetree, a popular choice for a street tree in 









survived England’s air pollution for several hundred 
years. The tree has an interesting method for coping with 
pollution. The bark is continually exfoliating or peeling. 
This process allows air particulates to shed themselves 
and prevents harmful particulates from entering 
and plugging the air pores in the bark. It is quite an 
amazing feat of nature. 
The leaves of the London planetree look 
similar to that of a maple, but they are much 
larger and positioned alternately on the stem while 
the maple leaves are found opposite each other on 
the stem. 
Interestingly, both a sycamore and a London 
planetree can be found in the city of Winona. A large 
old sycamore can be found near Mugby Junction on 
Mankato Ave, and a young London planetree is growing 
on the boulevard in front of the Friendship Center on 
5th St. 
Check it out sometime. The peeling or exfoliating bark 
will surely catch your eye! 
- Bill Meyer 
 
 
